Use of Self-Expanding Covered Stents as Bailout Treatment of Spontaneous Rupture of the Femoral Artery Caused by Staphylococcus aureus Infection.
Spontaneous rupture of femoropopliteal arteries caused by infection requires treatment in the urgent setting. The present article reports on the performance of self-expanding covered stents in 3 patients who experienced acute rupture of the femoral artery caused by Staphylococcus aureus infection. After a mean follow-up of 16.4 months, the bailout placement of self-expanding covered devices showed sustained patency and sufficient exclusion of the rupture site. A surgical conversion and bypass reconstruction was not necessary. Long-term follow-up and inclusion of more patients are needed to provide more evidence about the utility of this approach.